Kinnikinnick Native Plant Society

2010 Annual Report
Compiled and submitted by Don Childress, President

This is the first year that the Kinnikinnick Native Plant Society is a stand alone
organization and not a part of the Idaho Native Plant Society following our vote to
separate in late 2009. Our organization has continued to thrive in 2010 as a result of the
growth of our programs and membership. We now count more than 150 members in the
KNPS. Our monthly meetings continue to draw good numbers of members and
interested community persons as a tribute to our programs under the command of Phil
Hough.

Our “Grow Native” theme and spirit remains in full force as evidenced by the
‘Landscaping with Native Plants’ book that is nearing completion. The book group,
consisting of several hardworking KNPS members under the co-leadership of Carol
Jenkins and Sylvia Chatburn, are producing a 200 plus or minus page description of
native pants complete with color photographs, to be used by anyone interested in
landscaping with Native Plants. Funding for the book is largely coming from the Inland
Northwest Community Foundation grant following a successful grant application written
by Carol Jenkins.

The second annual native plant sale headed by Dennis Rieger was a success, even
though the main road leading to the sale site was closed on one side. Plans are now
underway for the third annual sale in the spring.

Our newsletter editorship is changing for the coming year. Former editor, Joanna
Fuchs, is retiring and being replaced by Gail Bolin. Joanna will continue the very
popular ‘member profile’ series. Keep a look out for it as you too may soon be the next
profilee.

We had one new board member for 2010 with the election of Don Childress to the
board; he was also selected president.

Marion Fuller’s multi-year project to catalog all the native plants of Bonner and
Boundary Co. has come to fruition and the results are now on our website.

The Lois Wythe scholarship will not be utilized this year since there will be no 2011
Master Gardener course given in Sandpoint. The name has been changed to the Lois
Wythe grant so that the funds may also be used for projects that demonstrate or
encourage the use of Native Plants in the landscape and promote native plant awareness.

A new list serve for our membership was set up on Google Groups and managed by
Dennis Rieger.

A landscape group consisting of Bob Wilson, Dennis Rieger, Sylvia Chatburn and
Don Childress devised and submitted to the city a native plant landscape plan for the new
roundabout at Boyer and Larch street. The plan was then put out to bid and completed
this fall.

Carol Jenkins headed up a group that put on a booth at the Bonner County Fair for the
KNPS. The fair booth was very well received. Carol also headed up, and was the major
participant, in the Earth Day booth. Several potential members were contacted in this
venue.



KNPS did a spring display at the Bonner County library. The display garnered many
positive comments and questions and we have been asked to develop another display in
May, 2011.

A movement headed by Ken Haag to get the city to drop our water fees at the
arboretum was successful. Our reasoning was that since the KNPS volunteers cared for
the arboretum (public park); its use by the general public made it a part of the city’s
financial obligation. The city agreed and Don and Sylvia signed a memorandum of
understanding to that effect in May.

Sylvia hosted a field trip to the arboretum for the Lakeview High School horticulture
class of Christine Sandhal. The students were helped in landscape design by classes
taught by Bob Wilson and Don Childress and will use the practical knowledge gained
during the field trip to landscape the grounds around the high school.

The board approved a discount membership for special events of $10 that will be
made available at Earth Day, Arbor Day, the plant sale and other one time events.
There were over 3,300 hours of volunteer work donated to our various causes by
members of KNPS, a busy and productive year indeed.

ARBORETUM ANNUAL REPORT 2010
Sylvia Chatburn

After 12 seasons the arboretum is really coming into its own. Everything has grown to
the point of looking very natural and as though it has always been there. Folks comment
about what a nice place it is for a stroll or to come and de-stress during the summer.
Since the Society parted from the state organization, we have new brochures with the
new sign and a fall color background

April is the time when the arboretum begins to come to life. On Wednesday, April 28, 16
hearty souls braved the rain and cold to clean up the arboretum in preparation for Arbor
Day on Friday, April 30. Being wet and cold they were all glad to huddle inside the
cabin for hot coffee and tea and a nice potluck lunch. Most of the Arbor Day activities
were cancelled due to very cold, wet weather.

Starting the first week in May, the gardeners began their regular work schedule. On most
week days there was someone working each morning between 9 and 12. We hired a
coordinator, Theresa Reese, who worked from the middle of June until the middle of
September. She spent a lot of time waging war on the hawkweed and clover when she is
not working with the gardeners or greeting visitors to the arboretum. Theresa always had
a warm smile and positive attitude.

The arboretum bloomed all summer. Some things did not react well to the cold night
temperatures, but others loved it and tried to take over. Most of the gardeners were
thinning things out and transplanting them to other areas. Overall it is doing very well.
The hawkweed has been a real issue this year.



After 10 years, the compost bins and the footbridges had to be removed and replaced with
new ones. Thanks to Sylvia Chatburn, Ken Haag and Jim Stern, this project was
completed quite easily. Pressure treated material was purchased for the compost bins.
Ken Earle donated and planed cedar 2x4s for the bridges and some of the support
structure on the compost bins. Tom Timoskevich donated and cut the logs for the
footbridges. The donation of time and materials has been greatly appreciated.

Thirteen gardeners and the manager put in almost 400 hours this summer pulling weeds,
transplanting from crowded areas, and pruning back the rose bushes. The Arboretum
Committee welcomed two new gardeners, Mary Toland and Lorrie Stockwell. Mary
assisted Arlis Harvey in the Moist Forest Habitat and Lorrie worked with Mary Jo Haag
on the wall.

On Sunday, October 3, 2010, thirteen people raked paths, roto-tilled the new area,
trimmed plants back, put benches inside, drained hoses and enjoyed a potluck lunch.
Some vandalism occurred the end of September, one alder bench got broken and one of
the big cedar benches was pulled apart. We chose to store the parts until spring and then
put them back together.

Our second annual plant sale was held in May netting almost $1453 from the sale of
native plants. This was divided equally between KCINPS and Panhandle Special Needs
which gave KCINPS a net income of almost $726. Jim Stern and Ken Haag built and sold
$400 worth of trellises which were featured at the plants sale and bake sales. Marilyn
Mclntyre donated some beautiful native plant art that brought in $180 in sales. The bake
sales brought in almost $405 this year. Phil and Deb presented a show on their
Continental Divide trail hike. This event brought in $48 to KCINPS. Our last event of the
year was the Albi wine tasting. We did not have quite the turnout that had been
anticipated but the event still brought in $180. The donation jar and coffee jar netted $140
this year. Note cards, bookmarks, etc. showed a net income of almost $336 and the sale
of KNPS calendars has shown a profit of $151 so far this year. This brings the total
fundraising income to KNPS to almost $2566 for 2010. Thanks to all the volunteers at the
plant sale, bake sales, meetings and other events that helped us reach this goal.

Kinnikinnick Native Plant Society — 2010 Programs Year End Report

By Phil Hough
Date Presenter Program #s

Jan 23 | Jack Nisbet, author, naturalist, “David Douglas in the Columbia Country” 85
historian

Feb 27 | Gail Bolin, Molly McCahon, “Native Plant Community Demonstration Gardens: 63
John Hastings, Clare Marley Two Practical Examples”
and Carol Jenkins

Mar Art Zach— USFS Ecologist “Native Plants and Fire in the Northern Rocky 56




27 Mountains - Natural Interactions and Human
Influences”
Apr5 | Phil Hough and Deb Hunsicker | “Native Plants Along the Continental Divide from 50
*Extra the New Mexico Boot Heel to the San Juan
Event Mountains in Colorado” a special
presentation/fundraiser to benefit .
Apr 24 | Sandpoint Tree Committee “A Community Forest Program — Sandpoint’s 48
Presentation - with Rich del Outstanding Trees”
Carlo, Gail Lyster and Bob
Wilson
May Justin Petty, The Nature “The Ball Creek Preserve in Bonners Ferry” 56
22 Conservancy
Jun 26 | Jenifer Ekstrom — Exec Director | “Milfoil Management in Lake Pend Oreille - a Wide | 34
of the Lake Pend O’reille Angle Perspective”
Waterkeepers
July No Programs No Programs n/a
August
Sep 25 | Edward John Bechinski, “Beneficial Natural Enemies of Plant-Feeding Insects” 43
Professor of Entomology,
University of Idaho
Oct 23 | David Stephenson —Urban “Urban/Community Forestry” 30
Interface/Planning Program
Manager, Idaho Dept of Lands
Nov Jennifer Costich-Thompson, “Results of Summer Botanical Surveys and 25
27 Botanist Idaho Panhandle Monitoring”
National Forest
Dec 11 | N/A Annual Holiday Potluck at Gretchen Heller’s 60

Landscaping with Native Plants Book
Carol Jenkins

As an outgrowth of the plant list prepared by KNPS in 2008 for inclusion in the Title
12 Land Use Code for Bonner County and the “Grow Native” campaign, KNPS is
preparing an illustrated book for using native plants in landscaping. It is proposed to be
approximately 200 pages long with photos and information on 175-200 plants. Twelve
KNPS members have participated in writing the plant descriptions or have been involved
in editing .We supplied a CD in book lay-out format to the BC Planning Department with
the plant descriptions and about % of the photos for the department to use with clients
during the spring and summer months of 2010. During the summer our volunteers
completed the photo collection by taking pictures of the remaining plants. We are
planning a 5.5 X 8.5” spiral bound book with color photos, index, planting guide, habitat
information, and suggestions for success using native plants. Two grants have been
received to cover initial printing costs.




KNPS envisions giving this book to agencies, city and county planning departments,
schools and libraries at no cost. Copies will be sold to our members and the general
public. Proceeds from these sales will be dedicated to future reprinting costs and not as
an income source for our organization. Our board of directors and general membership
support this book as a key service to the public and the health and sustainability of our
environment. As it supports our mission, our organization has made a long-term
commitment to distributing and reprinting as required. We will sell the book at our
monthly programs and annual native plant sales.

Bonner County Fair Report
Carol Jenkins

We had excellent participation at the August 24-28 Fair this year! 22 members helped
out. Marilyn Mclntyre and Irv Jenkins helped me set up our display. Phil Franklin,
Natalie Larson, Jim Stern, Mary Toland, Molly O’Reilly, Annette Fraser Runnalls, Jean
Maryborn, Caspar Reitz, Joyce Pence, Rae Charlton, Mary Jo and Ken Haag, Cheryl and
Kirby McKee, Pat Stevens, Bill Lamson, Gale Corsini, Janice DeBaun, Kate Johnson,
and Irv Jenkins all greeted folks at our booth. We had handouts on upcoming programs
and meeting dates which was well received. We went through all Arboretum Brochures
and membership forms. We need a minimum of 75 of each next year. The box for
questions/comments was a success with 17 submissions. Questions included “Can we
grow huckleberries in our yard,” “Is there a native rush in Bonner County?” and a request
for landscaping advice using native plants. Responses were made to all questions left in
the box. Bonner County’s booth theme was “Go Wild-Grow Native.” It featured photos
of native plants, pots of native plants from Plants for All Seasons, and native seed packets
for distribution. The booth won Best of Show and the Blue Award. Marilyn Mcintyre
volunteered to paint a backdrop for our 2011 fair booth.

Earth Day Report
Carol Jenkins

First, I blew it big time. Totally forgot we were going to experiment with a reduced
membership! The visitors to our table were so interested and receptive that I think the
idea is a good one and we should definitely do it next year. We had 25+ Arboretum
Brochures, and I think 25 membership forms, and several newsletters and they all were
picked up. We need more on hand next year. Many folks browsed through the plant list
and were delighted that we were preparing a book with photos. This year selling was
permitted, so next year we can push the books, note cards, bookmarks. | had the plant
sale poster and it generated interest. Next year we need handouts on the sale date.
Several people were afraid they’d forget the date or miss the publicity on the sale. Even
if I'"d had some sticky notes and pencils for people to write themselves reminders, that
would have helped. I strongly advise we participate every year. These are our people!
The turnout was very large this year. Finally, a big thank you to Irv Jenkins who helped
me set up and take down the display, and to Marilyn George who hung with me till nearly
the end and provided many of the materials needed.



Native Plant Scholarship Committee Report 2010
Janice DeBaun

For the second year applications were accepted for the Lois Wythe Native Plant
Scholarship which funds one person to take the Bonner County Master Gardeners’ class.
The scholarship is given in honor of our founder Lois Wythe and is designed to recognize
her for being the prime mover behind the arboretum. Although a recipient was chosen,
she was unable to accept the scholarship because of intervening family responsibilities.

The committee is in the process of developing a Lois Wythe Native Plant Grant to be
available in 2011 as a replacement for scholarship funding. This was necessitated by the
fact that the Master Gardener class will not be offered in Bonner County in 2011. Lois
has graciously agreed to be part of the selection process as grant applications are
reviewed.

Editor/Coordinator (Gail Bolin)

Newsletters are issued each: January-February
March-April
May-June
September-October
November-December
Reminder e-mails to potential contributors 3 weeks, 2 weeks and 2 days
before article deadline.
Correct grammar, spelling and puts information into a semblance of order as
it may appear in the newsletter.
Sends the articles and photos to the person who formats and arranges the
information.
Editor shall be aware of club activities and seek information and articles
from those involved or in charge.

Format/Arrange (Wendy Aeschliman)
Receives newsletter information, articles and pictures and arranges them to
fit newsletter format.
Sends drafts out for review. Finalizes formatting, sends to printer
and places on website.

Printer/Disseminator (Marilyn George)

Prints and collates newsletter. Prints labels for envelopes, adds stamps, stuffs envelopes
and mails to KNPS member units and other interested persons.



Website Analysis 2010 Wendy Aeschliman, website administrator

Kinnikinnick Native Plant Society’s website www.nativeplantsociety.org is presently
composed of a total of 277 files including 110 image files. In 2010 the unique visitors
totaled 15,163 (compare to 10,623 in 2009 and 7,467 in 2008). Total hits were 89,097.
The month of May continues to draw the most visitors, 1,718 in 2010. (Compare to 1,126
in 2009 and 930 in 2008). The visitors came from 41 total countries. Top countries are
US and Canada.

Google by far is the most used search engine to refer to us, Windows the most used
operating system by visitors, and Internet Explorer (56%) the most used browser. Firefox
is 20%. IPhone and Blackberry stats are 0.9% and 0.7%, respectively. Android is 0.5%.
Sandpoint Now has a direct link to us, as does Sandpoint Online. Direct links are
important; we could do more to encourage partner agencies to link to our site, as well as
encourage our members with websites to add links also.

A summary of 2010 statistics for our website native plant society is below:

| L
| | | | | { | { l

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010 2010

Month | \iSitors iits.
Jan 2010 817 1004 2034 5356 208.47 MB
Feb 2010 854 1081 2238 5438 166.25 MB
Mar 2010 1286 1504 2847 7828 298.25 MB
Apr 2010 1546 1739 2744 8443 239.17 MB
May 2010 1718 1972 2988 10027 308.81 MB
Jun 2010 1492 1677 2747 8766 245.95 MB
Jul 2010 1354 1586 2451 7629 214.25 MB
Aug 2010 1333 1571 2701 7666 220.85 MB
Sep 2010 1254 1631 3498 8607 237.86 MB
Oct 2010 1243 1591 2503 7226 204.38 MB
Nov 2010 1225 1682 2881 7114 232.08 MB
Dec 2010 921 1231 1888 4591 153.09 MB

Total 15163 18269 31560 89057 2.67 GB


http://www.nativeplantsociety.org/

Landscape Report
Eileen Atkisson

2010

3 projects
52 volunteers
410 hours

Committee members opened the Mickinnick Trailhead on May 5, and weeded on the first
Wednesday of each month through October. A great group of Master Gardeners
contributed to the opening and devoted third Wednesdays to help the core group of
Kinnikinnickers maintain the landscape at its maximum throughout the season. The site
was almost too beautiful to mulch on closing day, October 20, but members did the
winterizing with good cheer, satisfaction, and the help of a freshly chipped neighborhood
Ponderosa pine.

A group of non-professional landscape consultants, smaller than last year’s, visited two
member-properties in May and June. They walked the land, surveyed the hardscape and
existing natives and, with the help of the owners, made suggestions for improving the
landscape. The follow-up consisted of a map and a summary of discussions. The
consultants are so good at their work that the City asked them, led by Bob Wilson, to
landscape the new Roundabout at Boyer and Larch. The committee will continue this
activity for Kinnikinnick members in 2011, one member per month, with that landowner
participating in the process. The City has also requested help on xeriscaping the planting
strips around City Hall in spring 2011.

Fundraising Report
Dennis Rieger

Our second annual plant sale was held in May netting almost $1453 from the sale of
native plants. This was divided equally between KCINPS and Panhandle Special Needs
which gave KCINPS a net income of almost $726. Jim Stern and Ken Haag built and sold
$400 worth of trellises which were featured at the plants sale and bake sales. Marilyn
Mclintyre donated some beautiful native plant art that brought in $180 in sales. The bake
sales brought in almost $405 this year. Phil and Deb presented a show on their
Continental Divide trail hike. This event brought in $48 to KCINPS. Our last event of the
year was the Albi wine tasting. We did not have quite the turnout that had been
anticipated but the event still brought in $180. The donation jar and coffee jar netted $140
this year. Note cards, bookmarks, etc showed a net income of almost $336 and the sale of
KNPS calendars has shown a profit of $151 so far this year. This brings the total
fundraising income to KNPS to almost $2566 for 2010. Thanks to all the volunteers at the
plant sale, bake sales, meetings and other events that helped us reach this goal.



ARBOR DAY
Nancy Fontaine

Preparations were made by KNPS to sponsor their 12" Annual Arbor Day celebration on
April 30th at Lakeview Park. The theme for this year’s event was “Trees Are
Terrific....... And Energy Wise!” Invitational letters were sent in March to area
elementary, private and alternative schools, county commissioners, mayor, Sandpoint
Parks & Recreation as well as the Idaho Department of Lands. Over 400 students
registered to participate.

Demonstrations by Priest Lake and Sandpoint Ranger Districts along with Sandpoint
High School forestry students were arranged. Also scheduled were tree tours with KNPS
volunteers as docents and Sandpoint High School students as guides. Seedlings were
donated by Forest Capital Partners of Coeur d” Alene and wrapped by the forestry
students. A poster and poem contest was again sponsored for area students with a $25.00
savings bond to be presented to each winner

An extremely cold rainy day made it impossible to set up demonstrations and conduct the
tree tours so the decision was made to cancel the event and all schools were notified.
However, to satisfy the requirements for our “Tree City USA” status, the ceremony and
proclamation were scheduled for 12:00 noon.

A group of KNPS volunteers gathered about 11:00 for the proclamation. The weather had
improved allowing the students from nearby Washington Elementary to walk to the park
and they were given the tree tour by volunteers. At noon we gathered at the shelter for
the official “Tree City USA” ceremony as well as announcement of contest winters
presided over by President Don Childress. A student from Washington Elementary won
the poem contest and her poem was read aloud. The winner of the poster contest was
from Southside Elementary. Mayor Hellar then read the official proclamation and Bill
Love of the Idaho Department of Lands presented Mayor Hellar with the “Tree City
USA” banner concluding our ceremony. This was followed by the ceremonial tree
planting in the Arboretum.

KNPS Conservation Committee 2010 Report
Molly O’Reilly-chair

Continuing its tradition of positive involvement on behalf of local native plants and their
habitats, the Committee met monthly September — May, as has been its custom since
founding in 2001. Molly O'Reilly chaired. Four to eleven people attended. The group was
active and involved in several important issues. These included:



Proposed changes to handling the winter pool level in Lake Pend Oreille
Schweitzer Hazardous Fuel Reduction Project (proposed, Forest Service)
Clagstone Meadows (development, Bonner County)

Bonner County roadside weed spraying (ongoing)

e Wetlands at Sandpoint Middle School (promising developments as year ends)
e Proposed BLM/M5 land exchange (ongoing)

In April, the Committee briefed the board on its activities and approaches which is likely
to become an annual activity.

In early summer, the Committee again participated in annual monitoring of a population
of sensitive orchids with Forest Service botanists. The goal is to record the health of this
population over time; perhaps ultimately when the land is logged. This hillside scramble
is a favorite annual outing that involves additional KNPS members.

For 2011 the Conservation Committee elected Jim DuBuisson and Molly O'Reilly as co-
chairs. Gail Corsini takes minutes at the meetings.

2010 Field Trip Committee Report
Marilyn Mcintyre

The Field Trip Committee consisted of Marilyn Mcintyre and Jim Dubuisson. Jim
created a list of possible field trips close to Sandpoint and he and his wife Tria
accompanied Marilyn on a walk around Gamblin Lake to scope out its field trip site
potential.

A spring wild flower walk was led by Joyce Pence along the old Denton Road between
Clark Fork and Hope. Nine people attended and we identified 19 flowers. The
participants were treated to a delicious Taco Bar cooked by KNPS members Brent and
Gretchen Lockwood at their lovely restored “Old Church at Hope”. A great day!

The Board and Landscape Book Committee took a walk along the Upper Grouse Creek
drainage from Marilyn’s place in July and discussed the possibility of a field trip next
summer led by Jennifer Costitch-Thompson, the USFS Botanist. This walk would
provide good views of both the effect of the Lake Missoula Glacial Lake melt and the
results of the historical resource extraction/Riparian interface on the moist montane forest
habitat as well as opportunities to identify the plants of the zone.

Due to a gradual decrease in general membership participation in the field trip program,

Marilyn will enclose a Questionnaire in the January/February Newsletter to determine
group interest in various types of outings and their timing.

2010 Treasurer’s Report (Next Page) Ken Haag



Kinnikinnick Native Plant Society

2010 Annual Report

2010 2010 2010 2010 Notes
CASH RECEIPTS Actual Budget CASH DISBURSEMENTS Actual Budget
Fundraiser - Presentaion $48.00 $100.00 Conference $500.00
Membership $2,420.00 $2,200.00 Insurance $236.00 $250.00
Donations (General) $170.00 $300.00 Newsletter, Note Cards, etc $1,238.58 $600.00
Coffee Jar $97.64 $100.00 State Sales Tax $174.04 $420.00
Plant Sale $2,609.75 $3,000.00 Postage $150.00
Notecards, Bookmarks,etc $370.50 $400.00 Website $0.00
Calendars $459.00 $600.00 Historian $50.00
Misc $53.01 $50.00 Hospitality $8.00 $80.00
Fundraiser — Albi (tickets) $480.00 $600.00 Programs $188.79 $400.00
Albi (refund + sales %) $180.50 $200.00 Albi Attendees $495.00 $600.00
Investment Interest $100.00 Plant Sale Plants $933.50 $850.00
Native Plant Art $180.00 Plant Sale misc expenses $230.59 $300.00
Plant Sale PSNI Share $726.51 $835.00
Sign Boards and Banner $150.00
Conservation Comm $50.00
Arboretum Related Education Comm $50.00
Donations (General) $694.41 $50.00 Field Trips $50.00
Restricted $85.00 $150.00 Landscape Comm $50.00 | Subtracting the Grow
Donation Box $46.00 $15.00 Wythe Scholarship $175.00 Native Grants, our
Trellis Sales $400.00 $500.00 P. O. Box Rent $70.00 $75.00 ending balance would be
Bake Sales $404.75 $500.00 Misc $80.01 $150.00 $9752,69 or a $1709.45
Misc $50.00 surplus for our normal
Donation Jar (Mtg) $42.60 $75.00 Arboretum Related operations.
Arbor Day Grant $138.19 $150.00 Avista $85.88 $85.00
Grow Native Grants $5,230.00 $8,000.00 City of Sandpoint (Water) $112.86 $300.00| Beginning
ICF State Sales Tax $60.06 $126.00 Balance $8,043.24
CAL Plants $39.00 $100.00 Jan 1, 2010
ERIG Plant Labels $68.69 $50.00 Ending
Donations (Grow Native) $157.00 $30.00 Grow Native $8,000.00 Balance $14,982.62
Misc - supplies, tools $323.85 $100.00 Dec 31, 2010
“Time Reported” 3225 Arbor Day $138.19 $150.00 Outstanding
“In Kind” Employee Salary (Net) $1,404.82 $1,500.00  Checks $29.00
Worker's Comp $300.00 $300.00 Dec 31, 2010
Payroll Taxes $218.10 $225.00 Funds
ID Unemployment $44.50 $17.50 Invested $0.00
Sayer's Taxwork $150.00 $150.00 Dec 31, 2010
Arboretum Related Total $7,197.95 $9,520.00 |Arboretum Related Total $2,945.95 $11,103.50 Cash
TOTAL $14,266.35| $17,170.00 TOTAL $7,326.97 $16,888.50 On Hand $14,982.62
CD Redemption $5,000.00 CD Purchase $5,000.00 Dec 31, 2010

January, 2010
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